YUGOSLAVIA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         265
Danube and the mountains of Macedonia. It is densely covered
with oak forests, and there would be even more of them to-day if
the Romans and the Venetians had not denuded these hills in a
most irresponsible fashion to get wood for their vessels.
What other resources besides pigs does the country have for
feeding and clothing its 12,000,000 inhabitants? There is some
coal and iron but there seems to be already far too much coal
and iron in this world, and it would be very costly to carry it all
the way by rail to one of the German ports, and as I have said
before, Serbia has no decent harbour of her own.
After the war Serbia got part of the great Hungarian plain, the
so-called Voyvodika, which is good agricultural land. The valleys
of the Drave and Save will provide it with enough grain and com
for its own people. The Morava valley connecting with that of the
Vardar River is a good enough trade-route which connects
northern Europe with Salonika on the Aegean Sea. It is really
a branch of the great trunk lines connecting Nish (the birthplace
of Constantine the Great and the spot where Frederick Barbarossa,
on his ill-feted expedition to the Holy Land, was entertained for a
while by the famous Serbian Prince Stephen) with Constantinople
and Ask Minor.
But, generally speaking, Serbia cannot look forward to a great
future as an industrial State. Like Bulgaria it will have to remain
a nation of fairly prosperous Slavic fanners. Who has ever been
able to compare a six-foot peasant from Skoplje (or Uskub) or
Mitrovitsa to a typical workman from Manchester or Sheffield will
have some doubts whether such a fate is entirely without its com-
pensations. Belgrade may for ever remain an amiable little country
town like Oslo or Bern, but docs it really want to compete in size
with Birmingham or Chicago? Perhaps it does* The modern soul
is a strange thing, and the Serbian peasant would not be the first
to have his sound ancestral standard of values upset by the coun-
{crfeit cultural ideals of Hollywood.